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ment might very well be erroneous, and, therefore, it would
be desirable to consider this problem in conference with
other government officials and with the members of the
Imperial family, whom this matter might touch very closely,
His Majesty, having listened to Count Witte, refrained
from revealing his opinion.
On returning from Pctcrhof, Count Wittc, together with
N. I. Vuich, at that time temporary chairman of the Com-
mittee of Ministers, recxamined the rapidly drafted report
which had been presented to Mis Majesty, and made a few
corrections, adding at the end that there was another way
out: to breast the current, but that it would have to be done
resolutely and systematically. Stating that he doubted the
success of such a course, but that he was perhaps mistaken,
he went on to say that in any case the fulfillment of this or
the other line of action should be undertaken only by one
who had complete faith In it
The next day, October roth, at three o'clock in the after*
noon, Count Witte again had the honour of appearing be-
fore the Emperor, and, in the presence of Her Majesty,
Empress Alexandra Feodorovna, related all his conclusions-
in detail, explaining the addition to his note and at the same
time reviewing the alternate plan, which he had already
laid before the Emperor. Their Majesties did not express
their opinions, but His Imperial Majesty remarked that per-
haps it would be best to publish the substance of the report
in the form of a manifesto.
During the i2th and I3th of October Count Witte had
no news from Peterhof. At about this time during one of
the conferences at Count Solski's the discussion turned,
among other things, to the very dangerous situation due to
the^ turmoil, which was fast becoming a revolt, whereupon
Adjutant-General Likhachov and Count Palen asserted
their firm conviction that above all it was necessary to crush
by force of arms every sign of turbulence. Count Wittc